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must possess certain qualities.

Teachers and their Relationship with Students
In order to succeed in the very difficult task of effectively educating young people, a teacher truly

Knowledge If, as St. Paul says, “knowledge without faith makes one proud” and thus becomes
dangerous, it is likewise true that faith without knowledge makes a teacher useless and compromises the
honor of the teacher’s mission. That is why Daniel, speaking of the reward prepared for those who teach

...teachers must have a constant
desire for self-improvement and lose
no opportunity to satisty this ambition
when it is not detrimental to their
other duties.

others, does not assume that teachers must be merely “just,” and
hence reverent, but also “learned and knowledgeable.” Without
knowledgeable teachers, what can be said to families who want their
children to acquire all the learning needed to earn a good position
in life? “You cannot give what you do not already have.” This
axiom applies to teaching as well—it would be useless for a person

to try to teach who did not possess the knowledge sufficient to achieve the goals of instruction.

Teachers themselves should definitely have enough knowledge and instruction to be able to deal with
questions that are indirectly connected with the subjects they are presenting and be able to make lesson
interesting and complete. In order to succeed in acquiring a superior degree of knowledge, teachers must
have a constant desire for self-improvement and lose no opportunity to satisfy this ambition when it is not
detrimental to their other duties.

To teach with success, teachers must know good methods, be skillful in applying those methods, have clear
ideas, be able to define exactly, and possess language that is easily understood and correct. All of these skills
are acquired and perfected only through study. I think we must assume that good teachers are not content
simply with obtaining a degree or a credential to show their capabilities, but that they also try to increase their
knowledge even further by studying as much as they can. In this way teachers are able to meet the
qualifications required of them.
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